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4 Ex- Aides Knew of No Johnson Order 
To Set Up Domestic Office V/ithin C.I.A, 


By SEYMOUR M. HERSH 

Spirt* 1 to The New York Time* 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 — 
Folly former high-ranking mem- 
-ewfof the Johnson Administra- 
tor! said today that they knew 
oC no Presidential directive 
ordering the Central Intelligence 
Ycency to set up a special 
office in 1967 to handle domes- 
tic intelligence about radical 
arvtl antiwar groups. 

?n testimony before a Sen- 
ate subcommittee yesterday, 
Riqhard Helms, former Director 
of ? Central Intelligence, said 
that the agency had set up 
d special office to monitor 
domestic antiwar activities “in 
response to the express concern 
of the President.” 

Mr. Helms, who is now the 
Ambassador to Iran, did not 
specify which President had 
expressed the concern or when 
tint, office was established. On 
Wfioncsday, however, William 
E. - colby, the present C.I.A. 
disecior, told another Senate 
subcommittee that Mr. Helms 
'lau authorized the special of- 
ce on Aug. 15, 1967, at a 
!. ‘when questions . were 
as to whether 'foreign 
stimulation or support was mk 
provided, to this mssident' 
acuity.'’ Lyndon B, Johnson 
wa# President at that time, ; v 

Deny Johnson Role* . :i . 
IJhe four Johnson Administra- 
tes officials — Dean Rusk, for- 
mfaf Sbcretary of State; Walt 
w.3 Rostov, former national 
security adviser; Joseph A. 
Uagfano Jr., former special 
assistant, and James R. Jones, 
former appointments *Oar*tary 
— took excepts. Kj iattt;- 
ite^ion that the C.I.A. a dealt*-' 
tic -^operations were initiated; 
bemuse of concern voiced by I 
President Johnson. 

'IJie four Johnson aides com- 
mented in telephone interviews. 

*3 was sttmned, I was really 
stuaned when Iread the story” 
about Kr. Halms:# . testimony 
'aid Mr. who was di- 

rectly involved !ri, the White! 
Hcfjjse response to the civil, 
rights riots and other distur- 
bances in tfar nineteen-sixties.;, 
“I hid to ask myself after read-; 
mg^it — were there two White 
Houses in 1967?” 

The ormer aide said he had 
' ">iv knowledge* * of any Pres- 
deqjial directive authorizin g 
iho <C.f.A. to begin collecting 
domestic intelligence. He said 
^ 1 had heard, President John-- 
5 ■•''•njj^^press suspicions about 
in -'-roign involvement in the anti- 
5* - ar and other protests. “But 



Dean Rusk 





Mr. Colby acknowledged that ! 
the special office set up by j 
Mr. Ailgleton and Mr. Helms' 
had placed at least 22 under- 
cover agents ih tha antiwar 
movement as part of a domestic 
counterintelligence. effort that' 
resulted in the Accumulation of 
files on 10,000 Americans. 

Mr. Ruslc did recall*. however, 
that the Johnson Administration 
had developed some *hard evi- 
dence” foreign govern- 

iments were involvedin suppou- 
!ing the antiwar , effort* in tb* 
(United States, He* .did hot 
elaborate. The Atiniiriistration 
decided hot td'jhafe .its infor- 
! mation available* Mr; Susk-said, 
because .“we didn’t;.* want to 
smear all the others? who were 
legitimately, against; the war.” 

1 Mr. Rostow, now a professor 
|at. the University of Texas, said 
,he had “no memory” of any 
Ipresidential order calling on 
the C.I.A. to begin domestic 
lantiwar operations “and I sus- 
pect I would have/f 
, Another.high-ranklng Johnson 

Administration official. y who 
did not wish fb be quoted, said 
that, the* C.I.A. ana other in- 
telligence agencies had been 
asked by the White Houp to 
make assessments of 
unrest following stud&?r dis- 
turbances Iii the United States, 
France, Britain, Japan and West 
Germany in the l$e nineteen 
sixties v\ 4 . / 
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very lime I asked somebody 
o - \-pecifics about it, there 
-burned out to be nothing there.” 
Never Heard 

M"- Jones, now a Democratic 
Representative from Oklahoma 
whcT .served in the Presidential j 
appointments office from 1965 
to 1969, also recalled hearing' 


Mr.jjohnson mention his suspi-’ 
rioiri about the origins of the 
antiwar movement. 

“IJdon’t know how well you 
kne$ President Johnson,” he 
addfrt, “but he said a lot of. 
thinjs on a lot of subjects.” I 

“P never heard him give any 
kin<| of order, direction or re-! 
cei\j any kind of direct report' 
frorjj the C.I.A.” about domestic 
activities, Mr. Jones said. While 
wooing in the appointments 
offi«, he said, he monitored all 
reqjfests of Federal agencies to 
anddrom the President. 

'• M?. Rusk.ynow a professor 
at tm> University or Georgia,! 
said, M 1 must confess that l| 
never heard of an internal; 
security section of the C.I.A. 
and when the head of It re- 
signed, I’d never heard of him." 

The former Secretary of State 
was referring to James J. 
Angleton, the former director 
of the C.I.A.’s Counterintelli- 
gence Division who resigned one 
day after the first, published, 
reports about the agency’s! 
domestic activities. * • - • 1 

22 Agents Reported . 

In his testimony Wednesday, 


Jurisdiction 
Such assignraenta.were 
fully mad* he said, because of 
White House awareness of tho 
“delicacy” of Jth* jurisdictions! 
boundaries between the CJ.A* 
and the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation* % 

The F.B.I. has sole response 
bilitv for counterintelligence ac- 
tivities in the ynUed St^m 
under the 1947 .National Secu- 
rity Act. * , . 

“I recall that the vrepptta 
shovyed that the Communists 
were very slow to get into ths 
student uprising in Paris,” the 
former . official said. The re- 
ports also showed, he s&lu. 
that students, in the United 
, States, and elsewhere were ex- 
prsssitig great "concern over 
■ such things as 'humanizing bu- 
reaucracies*' and the like. 1 It 

waa less political,’ 1 the source 
said of the dissent, than somb J 
Administration officials hod 
suspected. 

Mr. Helms, who has strongly 
denied any wrongdoing In con* 
nection with the C.I.A. ^ domes- 
tic operations, is scheduled to 
testify Wednesday before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. He wid he questioned 
then, Senate sputeea sak! today, 
.about seemingly contradictory | 
testimony about opera 

1 iions that he geve ddHhg co>\ 
firmation hearing#- to Jut 
ba sad o rial appoinunent in 1973.! 


